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- : 1, "On 22 Dec 53 Bulgarls hal r1ta nationa) electicns, and ss always in Cominfors
f countries the Communi»t Favty raccives 9.8 per cent vobtes.

2, "Thege elections wer= criginally plannei ror July, were postponed till Sgptem-
ber, and finally held iv DNecember j_'—.‘.?53__:-7. Ne officlal reascen was given for
this postponement. UOna coula re<) 1n Sofis that something intriguing -
brewing.

3. “Something was wrong somewiere in the Bulgarlas-Me: e dduy, suled
.past nine years [s.‘l.nc-e 194k / hes wendes v 3
economic assoclation. And 1% hal ts “ oot s waat much as Scfics govern-
mental leaders had tried 4t, the picruse as Mogoow wighed for wus just not
everging.

eing the
o a2y iueologion” and

"And Sofia, with 1%s 19th Osnre:ry uppearance and noisy rambling electric
street cars, is never m.wreallmated in the Cominform politics by the Krewlin.
Bulgaria is the laect Joumunlet outpost in the Free Balkans., Sofis cusmands a
strategic position over the routes of Belgrade, Istanbul, Maced-.uie, the
Danube, and Athenz. A militery expert placed Bulgaria'ls artillery power as
thi‘ee times that of Turksy.

"Herein Moscow very meticulously gouges the precsure point of the Bulgarians,
.The Kremlin experiment with Beligrade wss disastrous, o say the least.
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6, "And so Wameath the fecade of Communist sirength in Lhe Dulgarian December 1953
elections, there js & story--more diiferent from the usual Communist electionsy

7. "I recall the chubby, thickw ed Dulgerian Prime Minister, Volko Chervenkov,
echo the sentiments of “the spiritual father of the Cominform, Dimitrov,
and say, 'Moscow is like sun mnd air tc us'. 7 .

8, "A foreman at the Lenin Metallurgical Pilant, which opened in spring 1953, has
the country's [ Bulgaris / only vlast Lfurnace and suffices 20 per cent of
domestic needs, commented with enrthusiasm: 'See what Moscow has done for us.'

e i G T s,

9, "Burprisingly objective in approach, a journalist vexy meticulously dug out
the misstatements of official economistt. Government figures say industrial
production has been fulfilled 100.9 per cent. He suggeshed that it was ko
per cent less than that shipuleted in the Five Yeay Plan, He expleined by
stating: ‘'Péople's enthusissm for Marxism is on ths decline. The &Ly
years of fervor ars grne. More than walf of the cne millien peasants have
successfully resist.d collentivization.!

10, . "On being asked about Cominformism {which is being repleced by emphasis on
nationalism), a Macedonian peasant locked intently, shrugged his shoulders,
and continued working on a Scviet fmported tractor, . lle meant neither yes nor
no. He is ton faxr ‘emoved from questions of higher politics. The Dulgoriana -
B8 suck are oo far remaved from Sotis.

11, "And ag another peasaat gaid: 'In Sofia lhe bosaes think of Marxlem o7 g
Cominform; here we think of the btracturs and the next meal, We doitt normelly
think beyond thas. :

12, “Bven the rural polatlical boases don't discuss ideologlical gquestlons. They
merely discuss wheat cxops ‘and virtues of selleetivization.

13, "In industry the story is slightly aifferent. The prolelarist class is politic-
ally important, rumerivally smell {150 thousand). 1t is for thow that parks,
rest homes, and welfare cenlers axe bullt. The peazants don't even have elec-
tricity. Of the four thousond villeges hardly 1200 have electricity--and these
are collectivized farme. -

1%, "And one reascn that elestions. werc held in winter was--during sumser it is pos-
gible for the peasant to cast a vote; turing snowy winser months he doesn't
have the racilities ke leave even his home mwieh lase take interest in pelitics.
Even the climatis conditions are exploited by the Comnuniats.

15, "Po = populace, 30 per cent of which is 111iterate, Cominforwm poli. fau o s

novelty. Chanceg ave inat a peazant, or & worker, ov £ ity dval.ss oo Santt
even name the cabinet minisvers. These people pi =0ze 4o sonfine cusclees o
their lathes, tractors, and horse carciso = (Eher hove vour thoussnd tTo.Lovs

vhich is a tractor e village). The wownen ioly 1ike their tallet porl.cwances;
drers pirturesquely in the rursl areas, alipingly pose for East Zweopean
tourist photographers, and never miss & clamce to invade tiw rost howes. A
frw stiff-necked urbanites still have s 'bourgeois nutlock.! A hotel waid
resented state tremtment: 'This is charity. I wiil ~all for wy private doc-
tor if my “lu gets worss,'

16, "Everything goes on In a silent, orderly, businesslike way. Then Moscow real-
ized with horror shat Bulgsria had developed a tendency to react. The Bul-
gariens normally didn't resct (and rewsined under serrium for centuries). By
the end of 1952, and for the first time since Bulgaria 'went' Communist in
Beptember 1944, they had begun to show symptoms of reaction.

17. "By sepring 1953 Sofia and Moscow werc perturbed. Soviet officials were ingulted
in Bulgaria; newspapers became critical of Soviet advisers and commented on
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their straines relaticns wilh lecal workers. bualgsrian leaders compiained
that Sofia hud lost the !

lmportance in the Cominform, the importance when Dimi-
trov boassed the Comlinform.

18, "Moscow countereacted quickly. Sofis wss 'allowsd! te act ‘independently' and
seek friendship with the Frec Balkans. At the Lenin plant the Soviet advisers,
for a change, gave in to the Bulgeriun workers. A Stakhmovite Soviet railroad
engineer spent some hours with a Pulgerliun counnterpart. The entire Dulgarion

press carried the tremendous respect the former expressed for the latter's
group.

19, "A Soviet wowman visltor joined siliworm ureeders ot Svilengrad, danced at “theixr

festivals, kissed their children, discussed their problems, all with e very
dramatic and posed grace.

20, "Moscuw invited Bulgurlan hotanist Mevhody Popbv. Soviet ecientist Lyjenko ae-
cepled with great pride the significance of the works of this Bulgarian acien-
tirt. .

21,

"1 Sofie the culburel sthaclments between Mozzow and Dulgeris were oace again
emphacized. MHristo Radevsky, Secretary General of the Union of Bulgarian
wriiers, receatly returned from a tour of the USSR, said: *In Soviet litera-
turs owr peaple, vur intellechuals gaw the reflection of that new spirit com-
ing to the ture in the Boviet Uniow which our peaple so eagerly aswnited.!

22, "In economic life, Soviet aid mnd the Stalinist version of the Marst®

Tw.
gou its subumnrl spotlight.

23, "Ivan Dopov, sdviser of the Impurs Deperiment of the Foruign Trade Mindstyry,
said:  'The cornershtone of our entire acilvity is the all-round fraternal aid
given us by the Sovie! Uniont. Jhrough 19hS-id Buigarin received frow the
Soviet Union 185 thousand tons of cereal. In 1949 and 1953 she received a
totsl of 260 thousand tons of wheas. Taen theve 1s an agraement Tor delivery

of 20 major planta, fastories ana complede installations. This ald ls esti-
mated at avound USHS0 mallicn. o

al, "But whereas these [lgures told a story, they didn't bleed as human velngs.

With each nid, each plant, each trade deal, the Soviet advisers came in. Soon
it became very clear s the Dulgarian intelligentsis that there was &lso a

system of terroristic state caplitalism and bureaueracy to cope with. 7Tue Five
Year Plan wag more or less a failure. . :

25, "These figures become apparent: as ugainst the stipulated plan coal out it s
creased. by 13 per cent; wheal by 16 per cent; tobavco by 12 per une; vl M
industry by 40 per cent. Bursted a Sefian paper in a cundum. & i o
pesgants:  'This gross neslact to farm produce In .pive of et vy Sgolenlbure
machinery .sent by the Soviet Unlon is an insalt 4o the apirit of Bulys '

T

26, "But Moscow had nipped the Buigariso reactlion in the bud.
ing poured forth in Solis, Once agalrn all was quiet.
Moscow by autumn.

Proase-s aha greet-
ofia was closer to

27, "Sofia's link with Moscow, dceply ideological in context, was emphasized., Moscow
-promised Bulgaris yrosperity. Such a promlse to these unrortunate veople (a
victim of foreign dowmination for close to six centuries) was deeply stirring
and moving. The Bulgerians have liked this promise. The few industries, trac-
tors, and rest homes impress them. (Not knowing, of ccurse, that tv~ world out-
gide had made greater progress. A journalist was surprised that Turkey had 40
thousand tractors.) But this hope the Bulgarlens relish; and this hope keeps
Sofia where 1t is and Moscow the determining factor.. A stage had been well set
for the December 1953 electicns., By October [ 1953_7 things seemed very well
in Bulgaria. The Boviet advisers were once again feeling comfortable’ and Mos-
cow didn't have to worry about the December election any longer."

‘- end -
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